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Proclamation 5421 of December 15, 1985

Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America, 1985

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The Boy Scouts of America, our Nation's largest organization for young
people, has served our youth since 1910, Thanks to dedicated adult volun-
teers, more than 70 million young people have learned Scouting's lessons of
patriotism, courage, and self-reliance over the past 75 years, and millions
more have benefited from the service, inspiration, and leadership of the Boy
Scouts.

Former Scouts have gone on to become leaders in all fields, including busi-
ness, education, and government. The values they learned through Scouting
have given them the confidence to make ethical choices and to realize their
full potential as active and responsible citizens.

America's young people have always been treasured as our most precious
resource. Since Scouting has had a strong positive influence on young
people, it has played a vital role in shaping America's future. The Boy
Scouts have clearly shown that it is possible to innovate while remaining
faithful to their original principles. I am confident that they will continue to
play an important role in American society for many years to come, mold-
ing our youth with programs that build confidence and competence, and in-
stilling in them principles that can guide them through their lives.

The Congress of the United States, by House Joint Resolution 159, has des- Ante, p. 111.
ignated the year 1985 as the "75th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica” and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-

tion to commemorate this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the year 1985 as the Seventy-fifth Anniver-
sary of the Boy Scouts of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of
December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
tenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5422 of December 17, 1985
Wright Brothers Day, 1985

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From the time the first human being glimpsed the first bird, the dream of
flight has captivated the human imagination. The great Leonardo da Vinci
sketched elaborate designs for flying machines, and the poet Tennyson had
a vision of the heavens filled with commerce and “argosies of magic sails.”

But it was not until early in this century that the remarkable ingenuity and
dogged determination of two young Americans finally made that dream
come true. On a sandy strip of the North Carolina coast on the morning of
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December 17, 1903, Orville Wright, then 32, made the first piloted power-
driven flight in a heavier-than-air vehicle. He did it in a 750-pound machine
designed and built by him and his older brother, Wilbur. It was the culmi-
nation of four years of intensive research by the two inseparable brothers
whose talents and temperament complemented each other perfectly.

That first conquest of the sky lasted only 12 seconds and took Orville only
120 feet, far less than the wingspan of today's great jets. But it changed for-
ever the course of human history.

The lives of the Wright Brothers reveal a quintessentially American success
story. Their father first sparked their interest in flight when he gave them a
toy helicopter powered by rubber bands. Neither of these boys from
Dayton, Ohio had ever attended college. Indeed, although they were bright
students, neither ever formally graduated from high school. They made a
living manufacturing bicycles, but all their spare time was devoted to the
conquest of the skies. Wilbur read everything available in the local library
and then wrote away to the Smithsonian Institution for more.

But what others had written was not enough. The Wright Brothers experi-
mented for years with kites and gliders. They took detailed notes and made
up tables of ratios. To master the challenge of controlling their craft, they
designed and built their own wind tunnel and tested hundreds of different
wing designs in small scale models.

For all its historic importance, only five people were present that fateful
morning eight days before Christmas when Orville at the controls of his 12-
horsepower plane took off into a 27-miles-per-hour wind and managed to
stay aloft 12 seconds. Later that day with Wilbur piloting it, the craft cov-
ered 852 feet in 59 seconds.

Three years after that first flight the Wright Brothers were awarded U.S.
Patent No. 821,393. They continued to pioneer developments in flight for as
long as they lived. Wilbur died in 1912, while jealous rivals were still con-
testing their claims to priority and just before the rapid development of
aviation. But Orville, who sold the Wright company in 1915, served for
many years on the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics and lived
to see his and his brother's claim fully vindicated and universally recog-
nized. Before he died in 1948 the revolution they had set in motion was
moving on to new achievements. Jet planes had broken the sound barrier
and Bill Odum had flown around the world in just over 73 hours.

That revolution continues, and America has stayed on its cutting edge. This
year some 400 million passengers will fly some 334 million miles, and
almost 66 percent of all the aircraft they will fly on are made in the U.S.A.
America leads in space, reaching the moon and beyond. And today our en-
gineers are working on aircraft that will be able to travel coast to coast in
12 minutes and reach any point on the globe in an hour and a half.

Truly, the age of flight is still young and its greatest achievements are yet
to come, but we must never forget those two extraordinary young men, the
Wright Brothers. Eighty-two years ago they turned an impossible dream
into reality.

To commemorate the historic achievement of the Wright Brothers, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution of December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169),
has designated the seventeenth day of December of each year as Wright
Brothers Day and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation
inviting the people of the United States to observe that day with appropri-
ate ceremonies and activities.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 1985, as Wright Brothers Day,
1985, and I call upon the people of this Nation and local and national gov-
ernmental officials to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, both to recall the accomplishments of the Wright Brothers and to
provide a stimulus to aviation in this country and throughout the world.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and tenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5423 of December 20, 1985
Amending the Generalized System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to section 502(b) of the Trade Act of 1974 (the Trade Act) (19
U.S.C. 2462(b)), as amended, and section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.5.C.
2483), I have determined that it is appropriate to provide for the termination
of preferential treatment under the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) for articles which are currently eligible for such treatment and which
are imported from Portugal. Such termination is the result of the accession
of Portugal to the European Economic Community.

2. Section 502(b) of the Trade Act specifies that member states of the Euro-
pean Economic Community are ineligible for such preferential treatment
under the GSP.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the statutes of the United States of America, including but not limited to
sections 502(b) and 604 of the Trade Act, do proclaim that:

(1) General headnote 3(e)(v)(A) to the Tariff Schedules of the United States
(TSUS), listing those countries whose products are eligible for benefits of
the GSP, is amended by striking out “Portugal.”

(2) No article the product of Portugal and imported into the United States
after the effective date of this proclamation shall be eligible for preferential
treatment under the GSP.

(3) The modifications to the TSUS made by this proclamation shall be effec-
tive with respect to articles both: (1) imported on or after January 1, 1976,
and (2) entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after
January 1, 1986.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
tenth.

RONALD REAGAN
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19 USC 2462,
2483,
19 USC 1202.
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